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General Introduction to the Study of the Holy Scriptures. By 

Rev. Francis E. Gigot, S.S., Professor of Sacred Scripture 
in St. Mary's Seminary, Baltimore, Md. In three volumes. 
Vol.1. New York: Benziger Brothers, 1900. Pp.606. $2. 

This is the first of three volumes, the second and third of which 
will deal respectively with the special introductions to the study of the 
Old and New Testaments. The work is intended to serve as a text- 
book for theological students. It adopts the historico-critical method 
and is written from a confessedly Roman Catholic point of view. The 
general subjects treated are " Biblical Canonics," " Biblical Textual Criti- 
cism," " Biblical Henneneutics," with an appendix upon " Biblical Inspi- 
ration." The more important distinctive characteristics of the work are 
the following: (1) The facsimiles of manuscripts and inscriptions, for 
which the author is indebted to Dr. Kenyon. (2) The careful manner 
in which the principal facts are presented for the consideration of 
ordinary students. The clear and definite classification of material, 
the synopses in connection with the various chapters, and the many 
additional references by means of which the student may carry his 
investigations farther, make the book, from the student's point of view, 
an exceedingly satisfactory one. (3) The delicacy, and at the same 
time the pointedness, with which the author contrasts the positions of 
Protestants and Catholics on various points. This is seen most clearly 
in the treatment of the subject of inspiration, which is presented under 
two general heads : arguments put forward by Protestants, and proofs 
set forth by Catholics. Under the first the writer presents the great 
importance for Protestants of proving the inspiration of the Bible ; the 
arguments drawn from its elevating character, its superhuman structure, 
and its organic unity ; the appeals made to the authority of Christ and 
the apostles, and to that of the early church. The writer emphasizes 
the importance for the Protestant position of proving the infallibility of 
the Bible — a position which the Roman Catholic is under no obliga- 
tion to sustain ; and of all the arguments and considerations presented 
from the Protestant point of view he regards as valid only the appeals 
made to the authority of Christ and the apostles, and to the authority 
of the early church. The special ground upon which Catholics accept 
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the doctrine of inspiration is stated as the divine authority of the living 
church : " It is plain that, whatever claim maybe raised against the doc- 
trine of biblical inspiration in the name of history, of higher criticism, 
of geology, etc., Catholics will ever find a solid ground for their faith 
on this point in the simple consideration that the inspired character of 
the Bible is certain beyond all doubt, since the church, speaking with 
divine and consequently infallible authority, teaches it as a truth 
revealed by God." The writer quotes with approval the statement of 
St. Augustine : " I would not believe the gospel unless the authority 
of the church moved me thereto." This " is the only adequate proof 
which can be given of the inspiration of the sacred Scripture, because, 
viewing it as a divine operation not necessarily known even to the mind 
that is acted upon, the testimony of God is required to make it per- 
fectly sure, and this divine testimony comes to our knowledge only by 
the voice of the church which he has commanded us to hear." 

In dealing with the nature and extent of biblical inspiration, the 
writer makes a distinction between the common teaching of the church 
and questions which may freely be debated. The church affirms that 
the Bible is the Word of God ; that there is a twofold authorship, human 
and divine ; the threefold character of the divine operation in inspira- 
tion (namely, the impulse to put the matter in writing, the suggestion 
of the matter to be written, and the assistance which excludes the 
liability to error); a human cooperation which, however, treats the 
inspired writers, not as passive instruments, but as active and free 
agents (2 Mace. 2:27; Luke 1:3). The church, on the other hand, 
denies that inspiration means merely that divine assistance which would 
simply exclude liability to error, or the subsequent divine approval of 
a book written with ordinary care and diligence, or the subsequent 
approval of the church. The questions which are freely debated 
in the church are the verbal-dictation theory, verbal inspiration as 
recently understood, and the limited-illumination theory, in accord- 
ance with which the writer receives an impulse from God to write upon 
a subject, the details of which are within his knowledge. 

Another characteristic of the book is the frankness with which the 
Catholic view is stated and the uniformity with which it is made to rest 
upon the doctrine of the authority of the church. The book is entirely 
free from any disagreeable statements, and aims to place in the hands 
of the Catholic student, for whom it is intended, the main positions of 
the Protestants. It is to be frankly conceded that the author has fairly 
stated the Protestant view. 



68 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

In his treatment of the history of interpretation he shows clearly 
the essentially rationalistic principle which underlay Luther's point of 
view, and sees no intermediate place between the authority of the 
church and the authority of reason. While the more rationalistic 
Protestants in their work of interpretation carried the principles of 
Luther to their logical consequences, the conservative Protestants 
retained their belief in the supernatural revelation simply because they 
clung to the authority of their respective confessions of faith. Catholic 
scholars, we are told, moved securely " on the lines of patristic 
tradition as they had been restated by the Council of Trent, and acted 
upon by the great commentators of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies." 

The progress in Catholic interpretation is to be attributed to three 
things : the advantage of having new materials of geography, archae- 
ology, etc. ; their ability to draw from the polemics of conservative 
Protestants valuable arguments against the enemies of divine revela- 
tion ; the fact that the methods of the Antiochian school which deal 
with the literal sense in the light of the context, parallel passages, 
linguistics, etc., have been closely followed. 

The book is chiefly interesting, therefore, not for any new contribu- 
tions to biblical science, but rather for its clever readjustment of the 
recent facts of biblical science to the Catholic point of view, and for 
its excellent defense of the Catholic position as over against that of 
the Protestant church. 

W. R. H. 



The Monuments and the Old Testament, Evidence from Ancient 
Records. By Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D., Associate Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Languages and Literatures in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Chicago : The Christian Culture Press, 
second edition, 1900. Pp. 321. 

The author of this volume attempts to answer the oft-heard ques- 
tion, " Where shall I be able to find, in concise form, the best reliable 
information furnished by the monuments illustrative of the Old Testa- 
ment ? " and, being a thorough and accomplished student of Assyri- 
ology, he unquestionably succeeds in his undertaking. It may be of 
interest to the reader to know that Professor Price (with Dr. McCurdy, 
of Toronto), as an Assyriologist, stands opposed to the popular school 
of Assyriology in reference to the language and nationality of the 



